Somerset Marches
they only lost eighteen men whilst the loss in the Royal
army amounted to eighty." The weather was bad., the
ground was very wet, and after much hand-to-hand fighting
the artillery on both sides got into operation, and " both
plaid upon one another for divers howers in the raine taking
some men on both sides."
Feversham was allowed to retreat and to draw off his
men into Bradford-on-Avon, where they tended their
wounded and recovered from their fatigue. Feversham's
excuse for not following up the enemy was the bad weather,
but his attack was undoubtedly a failure. The rebels had
fought his regular forces to a standstill, and should have
followed up their success before the main body of troops
arrived from London. Monmouth, however, was anxious
-to get to Frome, where he expected to meet new recruits
and stores. He arrived there at eight on Sunday morning,
June 28th, having marched through heavy rain. There
were no recruits and the stores had been carried off by the
Earl of Pembroke's militia.
At Frome they received the bad news that the rising
in Scotland had failed. This disheartened all but the most
eager, and many deserted the cause here. So bad was the
outlook that the leaders on Sunday night were discussing
the possibility of a flight into Holland, but this unmanly
course had few supporters, and had it been adopted it is
almost certain that their own faction would have risen
against them. They therefore decided that, as they could
not meet the enemy in the open, they would retire upon
Bridgwater. A rumour went round the camp that 10,000
Club men, Protestant to the core, had gathered near
Bridgwater and would meet them there and join forces,
Feversham's cavalry seem to have reported that the
rebels were moving to Warminster, so he and his men went
south to meet them, whilst Monmouth got away by Shepton
Mallet to Wells. It was here that the rebels are credited
with injuring the Cathedral fabric, and there is some truth
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